The Reign of Grace
Romans 5:17-21 6/ 12/ 05
Intro

In this section of Romans 5, Paul is demonstrating the
difference between what we received in Adam and what we
receive in Jesus Christ.

He said that where once we were in Adam, we are now
in Jesus. That changes everything. In Adam, sin and death
reigned, but in Jesus grace reigns.

That iswhat we will discover in these verses — how
grace reignsin us now that we are in Jesus Christ.

These areinsightsinto the grace that we have
received in Christ Jesus.

\ l. Sin Reignsin Death

A. Weweredl in Adam

» Adam isthefather of all humanity. We were all
in him -- in hisloins—when he lived.

» But we were also in him when he sinned.

» Adam’ssinisimputed to us as those who were
in him.
= though wedid not do Adam’'ssin, itisasif
we had done, though we did not;

= now, we are born with apropensity to sinin
the likeness of our father, Adam.

» Youdon't have to teach a child to be bad, they
are born that way.

[llus—A report from the Minnesota Crime Commission has
captured the universal tendency toward evil:

Every baby startslife as alittle savage. Heis
completely selfish and self-centered. He wants what we
wants, when he wants it — his bottle, his mother’s
attention, his playmate’ stoy, his uncle’ swatch. Deny
him these wants, and he seethes with rage and
aggressiveness, which would be murderous, were he not
so helpless. Heis dirty. He has no morals, no
knowledge, no skills. This meansthat all children, not
just certain children, are born delinquent. If permitted to
continue in the self-centered world of hisinfancy, given
free reign to hisimpulsive actions to satisfy his wants,
every child would grow up acriminal, athief, akiller, a

rapist.
» Wewere born after the likeness of Adam’s sin.

| Corinthians 15:21-22, “ For since by a man came death, by
aman also cametheresurrection of the dead. For as
in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made
alive.”

B. Death entered through sin

» God had warned Adam that the consequences of
rebelliousness would be death...

Genesis 2:16-17, The Lord God commanded the man,
saying, “ From any tree of the garden you may eat
freely; but from thetree of the knowledge of good
and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat
from it you will surely die.”
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» Thereare essentialy two types of death:

= Physical death — God said that asa
consequence of sin, man would return to
the dust from which he was made.

= Spiritual death —thisis the separation
that has come between us and God.

[llus— Adam and God walked together in the cool of the
evening, but after Adam sinned, he hid from God.

C. Sinreignsin all who arein Adam

» Sin then, becomes the operative force in those
who arein Adam.

» Our natureisthat as soon as thereis alaw, we
want to break it.

verse 20 —the Law camein that the transgression might
increase.

[llus—Our boysdidn’t like our food when they first cameto
livewith us. It didn’t work to makerulesthat they
had to eat it, so we did the opposite.

> It means that sin had dominion.

Psalm 119:133, “ Establish my footstepsin Your word, and
do not let any iniquity have dominion over me.”

» The nature of sinisbest seenin our strong-
willed independence. “No oneisgoing to tell is
what to do!”

. GraceReignsin Life

A. Now wearein Christ Jesus

» Where once we were in Adam and hissin was
imputed to us as condemnation, now we arein
Christ Jesus and His righteousness is imputed to
usaslife eternal.

» Where Adam gave us a propensity toward sin,
Jesus gave us the Holy Spirit which produces
fruit of righteousness.

» Wewerein Jesus when He died.

Galatians 2:20-21, “| have been crucified with Christ; and it
isnolonger | who live, but Christ livesin me; and
thelifewhich | now livein theflesh | live by faith in
the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up
for me. | do not nullify the grace of God, for if
righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ
died needlessly.”

B. Gracereignsin righteousness

> In Adam, we received his sin; in Jesus, we
received His righteousness by grace.

» We have been justified and made righteous by
grace. Many think thismeansthat it is “just-as-
if-1"d” never sinned.

» That much istrue and yet much more, we have
been given the very righteousness of Jesus
Christ.



Il Corinthians 5:21, “He made Him who knew no sin to be
sin on our behalf, so that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.”

» Therefore, al the requirements of holiness, of the
Law have been fulfilled in us by the gift of grace
God has given usin Christ Jesus.

Romans 8:3-4, “ For what the Law could not do, weak asit
was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son
in thelikeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for
sin, He condemned sin in theflesh, so that the
requirement of the Law might befulfilled in us,”

C. Wenow havelife

Illus— Now we can walk together with God again in the
cool of the evening and enjoy sweet fellowship with God.

» Thereisno longer any separation from God.
Thiswas symbolized at Christ’s death when the
veil in the Temple was torn in two.

Hebrews 10:19-22, “ Therefor e, brethren, since we have
confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of
Jesus, by a new and living way which Heinaugurated
for usthrough thevelil, that is, Hisflesh, and since we
have a great priest over the house of God, let usdraw
near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith,”

> We now come from death to life.

John 5:24, “Truly, truly, | say to you, hewho hearsMy
word, and believes Him who sent M e, has eternal life,
and does not come into judgment, but has passed out
of death into life.”

> Wewill aso receive imperishable bodies.
| Corinthians 15:42-49 — Imperishable heavenly bodies.

Illus— Therewas a wrong teaching, called the “ M anifest
Children of God,” that taught that wereceive these
imperishable bodies now and that the church will
then be able to rule and reign now on thisearth.

1. GraceHasNo Limits

A. Graceisqgreater than all our sin

» Verse 20 saysthat the Law camein that the
transgression might increase.

> But that when sin increased, grace increased all
the more.

» TheLaw was atutor to lead usto Christ...

Galatians 3:23-29 — The Law was a tutor to lead usto Christ

> Sinisfinite, and therefore limited, but Christ’s
payment for sin is unlimited because of God's
infinite nature.

» Thereisalso agreat debate in the church asto
whether Christ’s atoning work on the cross was
limited in that He died only for those who are
saved, or unlimited -- He died for the sins of the
whole world. | believe that it is unlimited in the
infinite nature of Jesus Christ.

Il Peter 2:1, “But false prophets also ar ose among the
people, just astherewill also be false teachersamong
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you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies,
even denying the Master who bought them, bringing
swift destruction upon themselves.”

B. Should we sin that grace might increase?

» Some look at the infinite nature of grace and
conclude that it doesn’t matter whether we sin.

> Infact, some even went so far as to say that since
grace isincreased with sin, we should continuein sin
that grace might then increase. “God forbid!” Paul
responds.

> |f wehavediedto sinin Christ Jesus, we will not
liveinit. In other words, “Do not be mistaken, there
isno lifein sin and there never will be.:

Romans 6:2, “What shall we say then? Areweto continuein
sin so that grace may increase? May it never be! How
shall wewho died to sin still livein it?”

Galatians 6:7-8, “ Do not be deceived, God is not mocked;
for whatever a man sows, thishe will also reap. For
the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh
reap corruption, but the one who sowsto the Spirit
will from the Spirit reap eternal life.”

Conclusion

When we see the abundance of God’s grace, and all
that God hasdonefor usin Christ Jesus, it should cause us
to respond by giving God all of our hearts. If we have found
lifein Him, then we should live in Him.



