The Pursuit of Faith
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Intro

In Romans chapter eight, Paul was writing about all the
results that are ours when we are in Christ Jesus. It is one of the
most beautiful chapters in the bible because here we learn that
that there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,
that we are made righteous in Christ, that we are given the Holy
Spirit, that we are adopted as sons, that He will change usto be
like Christ, and more.

After writing all these wonderful things, Paul then says
that his heart is deeply sorrowful because he knows that his own
people, the Israglites, have for the most part rejected God's
offer of lifein Christ Jesus and al these wonderful things do not
belong to the Jews.

By giving us his heart for his people, we learn great
insightsinto this faith by which we stand. It’s about the pursuit
of righteousness by faith.

These areinsightsinto the pursuit of faith.

\ l. Zeal is Good

A. What is our heart’s desire?

» Paul begins by saying that his heart’s desire and
prayer isthat the Jews would be saved.

» Thisissuch adeep issuefor him that he even
says that he would be willing to give up hisown
salvation if it meant that they could live.

Romans 9:3, “For | could wish that | myself were accur sed,
separated from Christ for the sake of my brethren,
my kinsmen according to the flesh, who are
| sraelites,”

» Oh that we would have such a heart for those
who are lost. We are so focused on ourselves that
we often loose sight of others.

» Paul setsawonderful example for usin praying
for the salvation of others.

| Samuel 12:23-24, “Moreover, asfor me, far beit from methat
| should sin against the Lord by ceasing to pray for
you; but | will instruct you in the good and right
way. Only fear theLord and serve Him in truth with
all your heart; for consider what great thingsHe has
donefor you.”

B. We need more zed for God

» One of the reasons Paul so desired to see then
Jews saved is because they had zeal for God.

» Zed for God is good.

» It's sad when you see people who are very
zealous for God; but wrong. They often have
more zeal for God that Christians who have
every reason to befilled with zeal.

Illus— Thereason thisis often trueis because every other
religion requiresthem to earn their way to heaven.
But they forgot to follow God’s heart.

John 16:2-3, “ They will make you outcasts from the
synagogue, but an hour iscoming for everyone who
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killsyou to think that heis offering serviceto God.
These things they will do because they have not
known the Father or Me.”

» We need more heat in our relationship with the
Lord.

Romans 12:11, “Never belackingin zeal, but keep your
spiritual fervor, servingtheLord.” (NIV)

C. Zea must be with knowledge

> It does no good to zeal ous about something, but
be wrong.

» Zea must be according to knowledge.

Il Timothy 2:15, “Be diligent to present your self approved
to God as a workman who does not need to be
ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.”

Matthew 22:29, But Jesus answer ed and said to them, “You
are mistaken, not under standing the Scriptures nor
the power of God.”

1. By ThisWelLive

A. We need God's righteousness

» The Jews sought for righteousness out of the
Law, but they didn’t find it.

Romans 9:31-32, “but Israel, pursuing a law of
righteousness, did not arrive at that law. Why? Because
they did not pursueit by faith, but asthough it were by
works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone,”
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» Many people today seek to establish their own
righteousness. They come up with all kinds of
crazy ideas about God, but it’s based on their
own authority.

[Hlus—1 remember witnessing to a man who believed that
God evolved out of cosmic dust. The authority for
thisknowledge was mer ely his own opinion.

» God'srighteousnessis given to usin Christ;
thisis the good news of the gospel.

Romans 1:16-17, “ For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it
isthe power of God for salvation to everyone who
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For
in it the righteousness of God isrevealed from faith
tofaith; asit iswritten, ‘But therighteous man
shall live by faith.””

[llus—1 did amemorial servicefor someone yesterday who
truly a good man, but cameto realize that that wasn’t
enough and asked Jesusinto his heart.

B. “Donot say inyour heart...”

> “Who will ascend into heaven to bring Christ
down...” Thereisno one who can transcend this
earthly existence and bring Christ down.

» “Who will descend into the abyssto bring Christ
up from the dead...” Isthere anyone who can
bring Christ up from the grave?

|saiah 59:1-2, “Behold, the Lord’s hand is not so short that

it cannot save; nor isHisear so dull that it cannot
hear. But your iniquities have made a separ ation

4



between you and your God, and your sins have
hidden Hisface from you so that He does not hear.”

» Itisohsosimple. We don't go and bring Christ
to us, we are far too weak and unholy, Christ
makes it simple — he comes to us.

C. TheWord isnear you

» “Theword isnear you,” Paul wrote, “in your
mouth and in your heart.”

» We cometo Christ with smplicity of heart. Itis
not difficult to be saved because He does all the
work of salvation for us.

[llus—No need to climb some high mountain or do some
great deed of penance, He comes near to us.

Matthew 1:21-23, She will bear a Son; and you shall call His
name Jesus, for He will save His people from their
sins... and they shall call Hisname Immanuel, which
translated means, “ God with us.”

[1l. ThisistheWord of Faith

A. Confesswith your mouth

» Thereisnothing added to salvation, not baptism,
not any works, it’sthis simple.

» Confessthat JesusisLord. It'sinteresting that no
where does it say that we must confess Jesus as
Savior. If you confess Him as Lord, He will be
your Savior.

» It meansto confess that Jesusisin charge; that
He knows when He is doing and that we want to
follow what He tells us to do.

» Therewill come aday when every tongue will
confess that Jesusis Lord, but only now doesiit
bring salvation; when we do it willingly — from
the heart.

Philippians 2:10-11, “so that at the name of Jesus every
knee will bow, of those who arein heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will
confessthat Jesus ChristisLord, totheglory of God
the Father.”

B. Bedlievein your heart

> “That God raised Him from the dead.”

> Beélievein your heart meansthereis sincere
belief. There is no deceiving God.

> Christ’sresurrection is the foundation stone to
al that we believe.

Acts 26:6-8, “And now | am standing trial for the hope of
the promise made by God to our fathers; the promise
to which our twelvetribes hopeto attain, asthey
ear nestly serve God night and day. And for this
hope, O King, | am being accused by Jews. Why isit
consider ed incredible among you people if God does
raisethe dead?”

| Corinthians 15:14, “and if Christ has not been raised, then
our preachingisvain, your faith alsoisvain.”



C. Youwill not be disappointed

» If you believein Jesus Christ as Lord, you will
not be disappointed.

> You will received salvation, but much more than
that, you will receive everything that is behind
the name of Jesus — you will not be disappointed.

Jeremiah 17:7-8, “Blessed isthe man who trustsin the Lord
and whosetrust isthe Lord. For hewill belikeatree
planted by the water, that extendsitsroots by a
stream and will not fear when the heat comes; but its
leaves will be green, and it will not be anxiousin a
year of drought nor ceaseto yield fruit.”

Ephesians 3:20-21, “Now to Him who isable to do far more
abundantly beyond all that we ask or think,
according to the power that workswithin us, to Him
betheglory in the church and in Christ Jesusto all
generationsforever and ever. Amen.”

Conclusion

| pray that we would have the same heart’sdesire as
Paul and that we would know the power of praying for the
salvation for others. | also pray that we would have zeal
after God based on the closeness of His Son, Jesus Christ.



