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God’s Patient LoveGod’s Patient Love
I. Taken CaptiveI. Taken Captive

I. Taken CaptiveI. Taken Captive
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• They ignored the Word of God• They ignored the Word of God
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Ezra 3:10-13 Aug 20-21, 2005“God’s Patient Love”

• They ignored the Word of God• They ignored the Word of God
I. Taken CaptiveI. Taken Captive

► Duet 7:9► Duet 7:9

Deuteronomy 7:9Deuteronomy 7:9
“Know therefore that the LORD your God, He is God, 

the faithful God, who keeps His covenant and His 
lovingkindness to a thousandth generation with 

those who love Him and keep His commandments.”

“Know therefore that the LORD your God, He is God, 
the faithful God, who keeps His covenant and His 
lovingkindness to a thousandth generation with 

those who love Him and keep His commandments.”



Ezra 3:10-13 Aug 20-21, 2005“God’s Patient Love”

• They ignored the Word of God• They ignored the Word of God
I. Taken CaptiveI. Taken Captive

► Duet 7:9► Duet 7:9 ► Lev 26:14-16, 34► Lev 26:14-16, 34

Leviticus 26:14-16, 34Leviticus 26:14-16, 34
“'But if you do not obey Me and do not carry out all 

these commandments, if, instead, you reject My 
statutes, and if your soul abhors My ordinances so 
as not to carry out all My commandments, and so 

break My covenant, I, in turn, will do this to you: … I 
will scatter among the nations and …then the land 

will enjoy its sabbaths all the days of the desolation, 
while you are in your enemies' land;”

“'But if you do not obey Me and do not carry out all 
these commandments, if, instead, you reject My 

statutes, and if your soul abhors My ordinances so 
as not to carry out all My commandments, and so 

break My covenant, I, in turn, will do this to you: … I 
will scatter among the nations and …then the land 

will enjoy its sabbaths all the days of the desolation, 
while you are in your enemies' land;”
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• They ignored the Word of God• They ignored the Word of God
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• They forgot the wonders of God• They forgot the wonders of God
► Duet 7:9► Duet 7:9 ► Lev 26:14-16, 34► Lev 26:14-16, 34
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• They ignored the Word of God• They ignored the Word of God
I. Taken CaptiveI. Taken Captive

• They forgot the wonders of God• They forgot the wonders of God
► Exodus 15:11► Exodus 15:11

► Duet 7:9► Duet 7:9 ► Lev 26:14-16, 34► Lev 26:14-16, 34

Exodus 15:11Exodus 15:11
“Who is like Thee among the gods, O LORD? Who is 
like Thee, majestic in holiness, Awesome in praises, 

working wonders? ”

“Who is like Thee among the gods, O LORD? Who is 
like Thee, majestic in holiness, Awesome in praises, 

working wonders? ”
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• They ignored the Word of God• They ignored the Word of God
I. Taken CaptiveI. Taken Captive

• They forgot the wonders of God• They forgot the wonders of God
► Exodus 15:11► Exodus 15:11

► Duet 7:9► Duet 7:9

► Joshua 3:5,13► Joshua 3:5,13

► Lev 26:14-16, 34► Lev 26:14-16, 34

Joshua 3:5,13Joshua 3:5,13
“Then Joshua said to the people, "Consecrate 

yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders 
among you… And it shall come about when the 

soles of the feet of the priests who carry the ark of 
the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the 
waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall 
be cut off, and the waters which are flowing down 

from above shall stand in one heap. ”

“Then Joshua said to the people, "Consecrate 
yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders 

among you… And it shall come about when the 
soles of the feet of the priests who carry the ark of 
the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest in the 
waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall 
be cut off, and the waters which are flowing down 

from above shall stand in one heap. ”
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• They ignored the Word of God• They ignored the Word of God
I. Taken CaptiveI. Taken Captive

• They forgot the wonders of God• They forgot the wonders of God

• They lost their heart for worship• They lost their heart for worship
► Exodus 15:11► Exodus 15:11

► Duet 7:9► Duet 7:9

► Joshua 3:5,13► Joshua 3:5,13

► Lev 26:14-16, 34► Lev 26:14-16, 34

They lost their heart for 
worship
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• They ignored the Word of God• They ignored the Word of God
I. Taken CaptiveI. Taken Captive

• They forgot the wonders of God• They forgot the wonders of God

• They lost their heart for worship• They lost their heart for worship
► Psalm 51:16-17► Psalm 51:16-17

► Exodus 15:11► Exodus 15:11

► Duet 7:9► Duet 7:9

► Joshua 3:5,13► Joshua 3:5,13

► Lev 26:14-16, 34► Lev 26:14-16, 34

Psalm 51:16,17Psalm 51:16,17
“For Thou dost not delight in sacrifice, otherwise I 

would give it; Thou art not pleased with burnt 
offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A 

broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not 
despise..”

“For Thou dost not delight in sacrifice, otherwise I 
would give it; Thou art not pleased with burnt 

offering. The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A 
broken and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not 

despise..”
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• They ignored the Word of God• They ignored the Word of God
I. Taken CaptiveI. Taken Captive

• They forgot the wonders of God• They forgot the wonders of God

• They lost their heart for worship• They lost their heart for worship
► Psalm 51:16-17► Psalm 51:16-17

► Exodus 15:11► Exodus 15:11

► Duet 7:9► Duet 7:9

► Matthew 23:23► Matthew 23:23

► Joshua 3:5,13► Joshua 3:5,13

► Lev 26:14-16, 34► Lev 26:14-16, 34

Matthew 23:23Matthew 23:23
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For 

you tithe mint and dill and cummin, and have 
neglected the weightier provisions of the law: justice 
and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things 

you should have done without neglecting the 
others.”

“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For 
you tithe mint and dill and cummin, and have 

neglected the weightier provisions of the law: justice 
and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things 

you should have done without neglecting the 
others.”
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I. Taken CaptiveI. Taken Captive

II. Set FreeII. Set Free
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• They first had to hit rock bottom• They first had to hit rock bottom
II. Set FreeII. Set Free
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► Luke 15:11-32► Luke 15:11-32
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• They first had to hit rock bottom• They first had to hit rock bottom
II. Set FreeII. Set Free

• Restoration not condemnation• Restoration not condemnation
► Jeremiah 29:10-14► Jeremiah 29:10-14

► Luke 15:11-32► Luke 15:11-32

Jeremiah 29:10-14Jeremiah 29:10-14
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• They first had to hit rock bottom• They first had to hit rock bottom
II. Set FreeII. Set Free

• Restoration not condemnation• Restoration not condemnation
► Jeremiah 29:10-14► Jeremiah 29:10-14

► Luke 15:11-32► Luke 15:11-32

► 2 Cor 2:6-8► 2 Cor 2:6-8

2 Corinthians 2:6-82 Corinthians 2:6-8
“Sufficient for such a one is this punishment which 

was inflicted by the majority,  so that on the contrary 
you should rather forgive and comfort him, lest 

somehow such a one be overwhelmed by excessive 
sorrow.  Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm your love 

for him.”

“Sufficient for such a one is this punishment which 
was inflicted by the majority,  so that on the contrary 

you should rather forgive and comfort him, lest 
somehow such a one be overwhelmed by excessive 
sorrow.  Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm your love 

for him.”
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• They first had to hit rock bottom• They first had to hit rock bottom
II. Set FreeII. Set Free

• Restoration not condemnation• Restoration not condemnation

• God is always faithful• God is always faithful
► Jeremiah 29:10-14► Jeremiah 29:10-14

► Luke 15:11-32► Luke 15:11-32

► 2 Cor 2:6-8► 2 Cor 2:6-8

God is always faithfulGod is always faithful
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• They first had to hit rock bottom• They first had to hit rock bottom
II. Set FreeII. Set Free

• Restoration not condemnation• Restoration not condemnation

• God is always faithful• God is always faithful
► 2 Tim 2:13► 2 Tim 2:13

► Jeremiah 29:10-14► Jeremiah 29:10-14

► Luke 15:11-32► Luke 15:11-32

► 2 Cor 2:6-8► 2 Cor 2:6-8

2 Timothy 2:132 Timothy 2:13

“If we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He 
cannot deny Himself.”

“If we are faithless, He remains faithful; for He 
cannot deny Himself.”
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• They first had to hit rock bottom• They first had to hit rock bottom
II. Set FreeII. Set Free

• Restoration not condemnation• Restoration not condemnation

• God is always faithful• God is always faithful
► 2 Tim 2:13► 2 Tim 2:13

► Jeremiah 29:10-14► Jeremiah 29:10-14

► Luke 15:11-32► Luke 15:11-32

► 1 John 1:9► 1 John 1:9

► 2 Cor 2:6-8► 2 Cor 2:6-8

1 John 1:91 John 1:9
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous 

to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.”

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.”
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III. A Heart of WorshipIII. A Heart of Worship

I. Taken CaptiveI. Taken Captive

II. Set FreeII. Set Free

III. A Heart of WorshipIII. A Heart of Worship
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• Rebuilding the altar• Rebuilding the altar
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• Rebuilding the altar• Rebuilding the altar
III. A Heart of WorshipIII. A Heart of Worship

► Romans 2:4► Romans 2:4

Romans 2:4Romans 2:4
“Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness 
and forbearance and patience, not knowing that the 

kindness of God leads you to repentance ”

“Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness 
and forbearance and patience, not knowing that the 

kindness of God leads you to repentance ”
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• Rebuilding the altar• Rebuilding the altar
III. A Heart of WorshipIII. A Heart of Worship

• Rebuilding the temple• Rebuilding the temple
► Romans 2:4► Romans 2:4

Rebuilding the templeRebuilding the temple



Ezra 3:10-13 Aug 20-21, 2005“God’s Patient Love”

• Rebuilding the altar• Rebuilding the altar
III. A Heart of WorshipIII. A Heart of Worship

• Rebuilding the temple• Rebuilding the temple
► 2 Cor 6:16► 2 Cor 6:16

► Romans 2:4► Romans 2:4

2 Corinthians 6:162 Corinthians 6:16
“For we are the temple of the living God; just as God 
said,"I will dwell in them and walk among them; And 

I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”

“For we are the temple of the living God; just as God 
said,"I will dwell in them and walk among them; And 

I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”
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• Rebuilding the altar• Rebuilding the altar
III. A Heart of WorshipIII. A Heart of Worship

• Rebuilding the temple• Rebuilding the temple
► 2 Cor 6:16► 2 Cor 6:16

► Romans 2:4► Romans 2:4

► 1 Peter 2:4-5► 1 Peter 2:4-5

1 Peter 2:4-51 Peter 2:4-5
“And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by 
men, but choice and precious in the sight of God, 5 
you also, as living stones, are being built up as a 
spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ.”

“And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by 
men, but choice and precious in the sight of God, 5 
you also, as living stones, are being built up as a 
spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus 
Christ.”
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• Rebuilding the altar• Rebuilding the altar
III. A Heart of WorshipIII. A Heart of Worship

• Rebuilding the temple• Rebuilding the temple

• Rebuilding the wall• Rebuilding the wall
► 2 Cor 6:16► 2 Cor 6:16

► Romans 2:4► Romans 2:4

► 1 Peter 2:4-5► 1 Peter 2:4-5

Rebuilding the wallRebuilding the wall
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• Rebuilding the altar• Rebuilding the altar
III. A Heart of WorshipIII. A Heart of Worship

• Rebuilding the temple• Rebuilding the temple

• Rebuilding the wall• Rebuilding the wall
► Nehemiah 3► Nehemiah 3

► 2 Cor 6:16► 2 Cor 6:16

► Romans 2:4► Romans 2:4

► 1 Peter 2:4-5► 1 Peter 2:4-5

Nehemiah 3Nehemiah 3


