
The Gift of God’s Grace 
 

Ephesians 4: 1-16    7/28/02 
Intro   

- Pray for the Africa team 
- Writing scriptures on the walls of the new 

building. 
………………………………………………………………… 

 In the first three chapters of Ephesians Paul tells us 
about the fact that God has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing. He says in chapter 2 that he made us alive with Christ, 
raised us up with Him, and seated us with Christ in heavenly 
places. All this is in the past tense. God has already blessed us 
with every spiritual blessing. In chapter 3 we saw how lavish is 
God’s grace. 
 Then, starting with chapter 4-6, Paul tells us how we 
should respond to God. He is the initiator and we are the 
responders. We do not have a works relationship to God, but 
rather a grace relationship. So many times in the church, 
Christians try to get God to respond to them rather than they 
respond to God. One indication that we get this is rather than 
bragging about how much we have done for God, we speak of 
how much God has done for us. 
 This is so counterintuitive. We have been raised on the 
mentality of trying to earn things. 
 
Illus- When we were young we had to constantly work for 
grades .Grades are an indication of approval, of acceptance. 
But even if we are trying to earn extra credit, it’s wrong. What 
grade are you looking for? We already have the righteousness 
of God in Christ Jesus, how are we going to improve on that? 
 
 He begins in chapter 4 by telling us how we should live 
in response to God. 
 These verses tell us how to walk worthy of our calling. 
He has given us a gift and a calling and we should know how 
to walk in it. 
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I.  Walking worthy means we have the qualities of  
  Christ’s nature. 
 
 A.  What is the significance of walking worthy? 
 

 This is to say that we walk in such a way that we 
show the value of what God has done. 
We should let our lives show who we are 
in Christ Jesus. 

 
Illus – Two people were riding in a train car and were talking 
together about another man they could both see. One says, 
“See that man, I bet he’s the Archbishop of Canterbury…”  
 

B. What are the qualities that show we are walking 
worthy? 

 
 Humility – Giving consideration to others. Poor 

self image is not a quality of Christ. In fact, 
mature faith would give a person a strong God- 
confidence. 

 
Illus - In that day it was cultural that only slaves would be 
 humble. Pride was an indication that a person was 
 free. 
Illus- I have found that the greatest mark of Christian 
maturity is humility. 
   

 Gentleness (or meekness) – keeping power under 
control. 

 Longsuffering or patience – This is being patient 
with other people’s faults. 

 Preserving the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. There should be peace in the church of all 
places.  
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Illus – It is so sad when people built walls of division within 
the church. There is one body, one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, 
and one baptism. Some churches won’t accept the baptism of 
another, or won’t allow a person to take communion unless he 
becomes a member of that church. We are not baptized into a 
church, we are baptized into Christ. 
 
 These qualities show the incredible grace of God and the 
fact that we are so unworthy of it. 
 
II. We need to walk according to the power of God’s gift 
  of grace. 
 
Vs 7-13 

A. To each one of us grace was given according to 
the measure of Christ’s gift. 

 
 There are certain aspects of grace that God gives 

to all Christians, the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit, the adoption as children, and the 
seating together with Christ, etc. 

 And there are certain aspects of grace that are 
given individually… 

 He gives some to be apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, pastors and teachers, etc. 

 
Illus- One of the greatest problems we have, though, is that of 
envy – we envy someone else’s grace. We think that others 
have a higher calling. But there is no such thing as a higher 
calling.  
 

B. Why are God’s gifts of grace connected to  
  Christ’s ascending and descending? 
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 Because God’s gifts are empowered by the 
power of God – what power? The same power 
that raised Christ from the dead. 

 
Illus – Today we every convenience in appliances, but each 
one has something in common – they must have power. 
 What kind of power do we need?  Maybe we need  a 
powerful personality or the power of positive thinking. No, 
God’s gifts are empowered by God Himself. 
 
 
III. What is the purpose of God’s gifts of grace? 
 
Vs 12-16 
 A. The building up of the body of Christ. 
 

B. Until we attain the unity of the faith. 
 

C. And of the knowledge of the Son of God. 
 

 To a mature man. 
 To the measure of the stature which belongs to 

the fullness of Christ. 
 

D. As a result, we are no longer to be children. 
 

 Tossed to and fro by every wind of teaching… 
 But speaking the truth in love we are to grow in 

every aspect into Him. 
Conclusion 
   
 Paul then finishes with the goal that the body should 
work together which causes the growth of the body - the 
building up of itself in love. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


