
The Fruit of Our Lives  
 

Ezekiel 15: 1-8     7/6/03 
Intro   

- . 
………………………………………………………………… 

 .Ezekiel has just finished a message on the importance 
of each person having their own personal relationship with God. 
We can’t rely on the holiness of someone else, or the 
relationship that someone else has to God. 
 If we have our own personal relationship to God, then 
we should know that God desires to see fruit that comes from it. 
 In Isaiah 5 God says that He planted Israel as a choice 
vineyard. And He has done the same with us. The purpose of a 
vineyard is to enjoy the fruit from it. 

 
These verses are about the fruit that God desires in 

our lives. Ezekiel gives us insights into how God 
would produce godly fruit in each of us.. 

 
I.  We were made for a purpose 
  
 A.   Vines are not for wood 
 

 Wood is for wood items, or for burning 
 All that is worldly is considered wood 

 
Acts 19:19 -20, “And many of those who practiced magic brought 

their books together and began burning them in the sight of 
everyone; and they counted up the price of them and found it to 
be fifty thousand pieces of silver. So the word of the Lord was 
growing mightily and prevailing.  

 
II Peter 3:10 “But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in 

which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements 
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will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works  
will be burned up.” 

  
 B.    Our wood is no better than the world’s 

 
 We’re not called to be wood 

 
Illus – Grape is not grown for its wood. 

 God is looking for something in us that is 
different than that which is in the world. 

Matt 5:44, 46-47, "But I say to you, love your enemies and 
 pray for those who persecute you… for if you love those 
 who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even 
 the tax collectors do the same?  

 If you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing 
than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same?” 

 C.    Even vines with no fruit are burned 
 

 Everything will be tested by fire 

John 15:6, "If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away 
as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them 
into the fire and they are burned.” 

1 Cor 3:13-16, “Each man's work will become evident; for the 
day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the 
fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. If any man's 
work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a reward.  

 If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but 
he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire. Do you not 
know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God 
dwells in you?” 
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II. Apart from Christ, there is no fruit 
 

A. The branch cannot bear fruit of itself 
 

 It is only because of our relationship to Jesus 
Christ that any fruit comes at all. 

 God does not expect fruit outside of Christ. 
 
John 15: 1-5  – Abiding in Christ 
 

 But in Jesus, all things are possible. 
 
Philippians 4:13, “I can do all things through Him who 
 strengthens me.” 
 

B. Without abiding, the branch dries up 
John 15: 6 

 Not abiding brings spiritual dryness. 
 A withered branch produces no fruit. 

 
Illus – A Christian life without fruit is not a happy one. 
 Joy is one of the results of our relationship to God. 
 

 To sit on the fence is to be the most miserable of 
all. 

 
C. Without abiding, there are sour grapes 

 
 The sour fruit of unforgiveness 
 Forgiveness comes from God, and so abiding in 

Christ brings God’s heart toward others. 
 

  
III. Fruit is the result of the Holy Spirit 
 

A. He is the sap within us 
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 The well within us. 

John 4:14, “but whoever drinks of the water that I will give 
him shall never thirst; and the water that I will give him will 
become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life." 

 We are constantly connected to the vine (you 
don’t have to go anywhere to attach to the vine.) 

 But we must choose to operate our lives by the 
Holy Spirit within us 

 There is a war between the flesh and the spirit 
 
Galatians 5:16-17; 6:7-8 

 
 B.  He uses the Word; abiding within us 
John 15: 7 

 Which brings the fruit of holiness 

Ps 119:11, “Your word I have treasured in my heart that I
 might not sin against you.” 

 C.  The fruit of the Spirit is the character of God 

Galatians 5:22-23 The Fruit of the Holy Spirit 
 

 These are the qualities of holiness 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
 
 The greatest fruit that God desires is simply the 
depth of our relationship to Him. We were made for this. 


