
Being Found Faithful 
 

I Cor 4: 1-21       6/3/01 
 
Intro   

  
………………………………………………………………… 

 
 In Chapter three Paul was teaching them about three 
different types of people; natural man, the carnal Christian, and 
the spiritual Christian. Obviously, Paul wants them to become 
spiritual. They were acting carnal and he was going for change. 
 In chapter four, Paul gives us all some insight into the 
keys to becoming a spiritual man (the Spirit of God having the 
priority in our lives). This is an opportunity for us to receive 
from God’s words and we ourselves become changed.  
 
 These are keys to becoming a spiritual man of God. 
 

I. Being found faithful. 
  
Vs 1       A.  We are servants of Christ and stewards 
    of the mysteries of God. 
  

- The word for servant was originally used 
  for someone who would row oars 
  in the belly of a ship. (In other 
  words, they were sent by Christ to 
  serve the church.) 

-  Stewards were people were in charge of 
 the affairs of their master. 

- They were stewards of the mysteries of God. 
The revealing of God’s revelations. 
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       B.  We are asked to be faithful to what God 
    has called us to do. 
Vs  2                     

- They were judging Paul according to 
 his speaking ability. Paul says it’s 
 about faithfulness. 
Illus- Senator Hatfield once toured the “House of Dying” in 
Calcutta. At one point he asks, “How can you carry such a load 
and not be crushed by it?” “My dear Senator,” she replied, “I 
am not called to be successful, I am called to be faithful.” 
 
 
II.  Let God Be the One Who Examines Us. 
 
 
Vs 6-7   A.  Some live as though others were their 
    examiners. 
   

- This is to live in fear of other 
people’s opinions. 

 
   B.  Some live as though they were their 
    own examiners. 
  

- This is to live in constant self-
condemnation. A very debilitating 
way to live. 

 
Illus-There’s something very freeing in doing your best and 
committing the rest to the Lord. 

C. We should live as those examined by 
God. 

 
   - What God thinks should be the most 
    important of all. 



 3 

Vs 5   D.  God examines the motives of the  
    heart. 
 

- To God, this is the most important 
part. 

Illus- When Jordi finally agreed to have a relationship with 
me, she gave me a scripture, “All the ways of a man are 
clean in his own sight, but God weighs the motives of the 
heart.” Prov 16:2 
 
III. We Have Received Everything From God. 
Vs 7 

A. We shouldn’t act like we didn’t, 
becoming arrogant.  

     
Illus- Sometimes when I do something right, I react as 
 though it was all about me.  
     

B. God should get the credit for all we 
 do. 

 
C. The right attitude allows us to react to 

life differently. 
 
Vs 12-13   -     When reviled, we can bless. 

- When persecuted, we can endure 
- When slandered, we try to conciliate. 

 
Conclusion 
 
 The truth about who we really are is found not in 
what we say about ourselves, but in what we do. The 
Kingdom of God consists in power - change. Jonathan’s 
sermon made a powerful point. How much does Christ 
affect us? 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


