
Becoming Spiritually Powerful 
 

II Corinthians 10:1-18    3/17/02 
 
Intro   

 . 
………………………………………………………………… 

 
 In this chapter, Paul specifically addresses the 
accusations that were against him and in doing so, he gives the 
church insight into who he is in Christ. 
 As Paul speaks of what Christ is doing in his life, we see 
what Christ would want to do in ours. 
 Here, his words give us insight into ourselves and how 
we should operate as those who want to used of the Lord. Paul 
is a man who has been used tremendously of the Lord because 
he understands how God wants to operate in his life. That where 
we can learn, in seeing how God wants to operate in our lives 
now. 
 
 These verses give us insights into God’s heart in  
  becoming spiritually powerful. 
 
 

I. Remove speculations and every lofty thing raised 
up against the knowledge of God. 

  
Vs 3 A.   Though we walk in the flesh, do not do battle  
  according to the flesh.  
 

 Paul is explaining why he doesn’t use 
 yelling, or bickering to accomplish 
 spiritual victory – it’s of the flesh. 
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B.  The weapons of spiritual warfare are divinely 
 powerful. 

                       
 We should accomplish God’s purposes 

  God’s way.  

Illus – The man who was riding on a bus and someone got on 
 who was rude, belligerent, and drunk. 

1 Cor 4:17    For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is 
my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, and he will remind 
you of my ways which are in Christ, just as I teach everywhere 
in every church. 

Illus – In marriage, we often rely on fleshly means to 
 accomplish spiritual ends. 
 

 God’s ways are not just better; they are 
  made powerful by God. 

 
 C.  Remove every lofty thing raised up   
   against the knowledge of God. 
 

 Let the Word of God be the standard and 
  let all things stand against it. 

 
Illus – dealing with wives in the Koran vs the Bible; how  
 Kaveh speaks to Muslims. 
 

 Today there are many things raised up 
 against the knowledge of God; such as 
 Islam, secularism, New Age thought. 
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II.  Take every thought captive. 
 
 
Vs 5 A.  Paul’s accusers were saying that there was a great 
  difference between Paul’s letters and his speech. 
 

 They said that his letters were weighty and 
strong and his personal presence was 
unimpressive, and his speech 
contemptible.  

 We should be concerned about the same things; 
especially regarding our speech and our 
actions… 

 But it starts in our thoughts… 
 
Illus – We can hide what goes on in our minds, but we can’t 
 hide the fruit of it. 
 
 B.  Spiritually powerful living begins with spiritually 
  powerful thinking. 
 

 If we want to BE godly, we must first start by 
  thinking godly. 

 If we want to BE gracious, we must first think 
  gracious thoughts. 

 The greatest battleground we will ever face will 
  be in our own minds. 

    
III. Desire the commending of the Lord. 
 
Vs 18 

A. We are not approved by commending ourselves
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 Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord. 
 

B. Do not look at things as they appear outwardly. 
 

 It is the inward things that are most vital 
to the Lord. 

 
C.  We should not compare ourselves with  
  ourselves. 

 
 But to the standard of what God has for 

us. 
 
    D. We should operate within the sphere God  
   has apportioned for us. 
 

 We can ask God to expand our borders, 
but the key is that they are God’s 
borders. 

   
 
Conclusion 
  
 The key to living spiritually powerful is to truly 
desire it. Some people are content living compromised lives, 
but God would have us desire all there is for us in Jesus. 
 These insights give us great wisdom in accomplishing 
what God wants to do. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


