Life Out of Death

John 11:20-45 9/26/04
Intro

Today modern science making amazing advancesin
technology and people are living longer than ever before.

However, in spite of all of our progress medically, the
death rate still remains at 100%! Y ou can eat healthy and
exercise and live longer, but you cannot escape that death till
comes to everyone.

This historic account of Lazarus being raised from the
dead, however, contains alesson we all need to fully
understand; that though death will take our bodies, our soul is
made alive in Jesus Christ.

He raises Lazarus as a demonstration that He has the
power over death and that he has the power of life.

These versesin our study give uslessons from the
raising of Jesus friend Lazarusthat life comes out of
death, but only in Jesus Christ.

\ l. Begin with Even a Little Faith

A. You could have healed him, Lord

» Some suggest that Marthais correcting Jesus for
not arriving in time to help her brother.

> But | believe sheis showing Jesus the faith that
she does have. Sheis confirming her believe that
Jesus was able to heal, if He had only been there.

» Sheisexpressing regret, not doubting His heart
or His character.

» Woe do see that Martha does have faith, if even
only alittle.

Luke 12:22-32 O yeof littlefaith.

B. Evennow | trustin You

> Verse22. Thisisagreat verse, because even
though Martha has lost hope that her brother will
live, she states her trust in Jesus’ relationship
with God.

Illus—It isavery important aspect of faith to trust in the
Lord’sheart and character, even if you do not
under stand what is happening or why.

[llus—thereisastory | read of a mother who waslosing her
son and afriend said in an effort to try to comfort
her, “Perhaps God will be good and save your
son.”

Shesaid in response, “ God is good whether
He heals my son or not.”

C. We often seek only what we believe is possible

» Shewasn't asking for her brother to be raised,
because she did not believe it was possible,
which we can understand.

» But Jesus wants to increase her faith.



Matthew 19:26, And looking at them Jesus said to them, B. “lamthelife’
“With peoplethisisimpossible, but with God all

thingsare possible.” [llus—1 was listening to some music for our choir and was
reminded in it of agreat truth;
» Our limited faith does often keep us from e Hedidn'tjust point ustotheway, Heis
seeking after great things. the way.
e Hedidn't just teach usthetruth, Heisthe
Ephesians 3:20-21, “Now to Him who isable to do far more truth.

abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, e AndHeisthelife.
according to the power that workswithin us, to Him
betheglory in thechurch and in Christ Jesusto all » How did Jesus become that life for us?

generationsforever and ever. Amen.”
» By bridging the chasm between us and God

. He Strengthens Our Little Faith through the cross.
Illus—How does a man get right with God? By doing good
deeds?
A. ‘I amthe resurrection” This cannot make up for sinsbecausewe're

always supposed to do good deeds
» Jesusisessentially saying to Martha, you believe

in the resurrection, that is good, but what 2 Corinthians 5:17-19, “ Thereforeif anyoneisin Christ, he
you must understand is that | amthe isanew creature; the old things passed away;
resurrection. behold, new things have come. Now all these things
arefrom God, who reconciled usto Himself through
» Heisgiving her truth so that she can increasein Christ and gave usthe ministry of reconciliation,”
her faith.
» Theraising of Lazarusisdoneto increase all of [I1. Do You Believe This?

their faith so they will know and believe that
He has power over death.

A. It'saquestion of personal faith

Philippians 3:8-10, “so that | may gain Christ, and may be

found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own > Marthaisasked personaly if she believes.
derived from the Law, but that which isthrough
faith in Christ, the righteousness which comes from » Each of us must answer this question ourselves,

God on the basis of faith, that | may know Him and
the power of Hisresurrection...”
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[llus— No one can cometo the Lord on the faith of someone
else; whether it be parents, or spouse, or friend.

John 9:35-38, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” He
answered, “WhoisHe, Lord, that | may believein
Him?” Jesussaid to him, “You have both seen Him,
and Heisthe onewho istalking with you.” And he
said, “Lord, | believe.” And he wor shiped Him.

» Marthagave agreat answer in verse 27. “Yes,
Lord, | believe...” Though she did not fully
understand everything He meant.

B. But we are often the ones standing in the way

> “But Lord,” Marthasaid in verse 39. Shewas
focusing on what she thought God could do.

Acts5:33, “...if it isof God, you will not be ableto
overthrow them; or else you may even be found
fighting against God.”

> |f wefocus on what we believe God can’t do, we
will live very limited lives. Instead, focus on
what God is ableto do and livein al faith.

Daniel 3:17-18, “Our God whom we serveisableto deliver
usfrom the furnace of blazing fire; and He will
deliver usout of your hand, O king. But even if He
doesnot, let it be known to you, O king, that weare
not going to serve your gods or wor ship the golden
image that you have set up.”

» God still does miracles today.

[llus—1"ve seen Him do great wondersin my lifeaswell as
in others...

Illus—My friend who is a pastor wastelling me thisweek,
that aman in their church had ainoperable
condition and the doctor s had told him to get hislife
in order and prepareto die. Hewas healed even to
the point that the doctors can find no scar tissue.

C. Remember what He said

» Vs40. Noticethe Lord does not rebuke her, but
instead encourages her faith by saying in essence
remember what | said.

John 5:25, “1 tell you thetruth, atimeiscoming and has
now come when the dead will hear the voice of the
Son of God and those who hear will live.”

» Some have said that it isagood thing the Lord
was specific as to who he was calling out,
otherwise the grave site would have been
emptied.

» Remembering what He said is how faith

happens.

Romans 10:17, “ So faith comes from hearing, and hearing
by theword of Christ.”

Conclusion

God invitesyou to receive life because He isthelife. Come
to Him, even if you have only alittle faith and watch and see how
he will encourage your faith and change your life.
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