
And the Greatest Is… 
 

Luke 9: 37-50      7/9/00 
 
Intro   
 
 We pick up the story the next day after the 
transfiguration of Christ on the mountain.  
 It’s a stark contrast between the awesome glory of God 
in Christ and the unbelieving nature of man. 
 Coming down from a mountain top experience into the 
troubled world below is something we can all relate to. 
  
 
 Several events in this section lead us to the main point… 
 
 
Here are lessons about what it means to be truly great. 
 
 These are important lessons for us because many have 
desires of ambition, importance, significance, and value. 
 
 

I. On His Own, Man is Essentially Weak in Nature 
  
 
Vs 37-43      A. Jesus calls them an unbelieving and  
   perverted generation. 
    
   - Unbelieving, in that faith is central to 
    operating the way God intends.
   - Perverted in that they were not  
    straight. They were turned in a 
    different direction than what God 
    desired. 

 
 
Mark 9:23,24,29     B.    Weak men are the conduits of a  
   powerful God. 
 

- Prayer is one essential key to the 
operation of God’s power in our 
lives. 

 
       C.    Do you believe the physical is affected 
   by the spiritual?   Do you believe the 
   physical is mastered by the spiritual? 
    
   If this is so, then the best thing we can do 
is to recognize the power and importance of the Spirit of God 
and begin to operate according to Him in our physical lives. 
 
Illus-  Hudson Taylor, the great missionary to China, 
  said, "Many Christians estimate difficulty in the 
  light of their own resources, and thus they 
attempt very little, and they always fail. All giants have been 
weak men who did great things for God because they reckoned 
on His power and His presence to be with them." 
 
 
II.  We Need to Change Our Definition of Greatness 
 
Vs 46-48 A.  In the world, the one who is great is the one 
   who has many servants. 
 
 
  B.  In Christ, the more people one serves, the 
   greater he is. 
 



Illus-   The child is brought before them as a picture of 
  this truth. Serving the least in the name of Christ 
  is to serve Jesus Himself. 
 
 

C. In the world, greatness is measured by 
position, even if there’s a lack of character. 
In the Kingdom of God, greatness is 
measured by character, not position. 

 
Illus-  Rude executives; it’s a way of getting what you 
  want (it’s also very effective in the world). 
 
Illus-   David Livingstone, Hudson Taylor will live in 
  history as great men of God.  
 
  Would you rather be great in the eyes of man or 
  the eyes of God? 
 

D. Servant leadership. 
 

- Is thinking of yourself less – true  
    humility. 

Illus-  The professor at John Hopkins University. 
 
   - Is the model we choose for our church. 
 

E. Jesus said, “I did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give my life as a ransom for 
many. 

 
 

F. There is joy in true serving. 
 
   Those who are truly servants at heart, 
   find great joy in it. 

Illus- The man who lost his Christian joy. 
Illus-     Once a waiter, always a waiter. 
 
 
 
III.  Greatness is Not Measured By Any Other Standard 
 

A. It’s not measured by how well you heal. 
B. It’s not measured by speaking in tongues. 
C. It’s not measured by the position you have.  
D. It’s not measured by the money you have. 
E. It’s measured by how you serve others. 

 
- Considering lowly people as 

important. 
- Considering others more important 

than yourself. 
- When God loved the world He gave. 

 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
 
 We all have goals and ambitions in life. In our hearts, 
we desire to be great. Jesus does not condemn the desire. He 
simply wants us to understand the key to attaining true 
greatness: 
 

- Serving as many people as possible. 
- Serving the lowly in the name of 

Christ. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


